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Economics	has	a	reputation	(but	not	among	economists!)	as	a	somewhat	dry	topic.	It's	a	generalization	that's	wrong	in	several	ways.	First	of	all,	economics	isn't	a	single	topic,	but	rather	many	topics.	It's	an	approach	that	lends	itself	to	many	different	fields,	from	microeconomics	to	industrial	organization,	government,	econometrics,	game	theory	and
dozens	of	other	fields.	You	may	not	enjoy	some	of	these	fields,	but	if	you	are	fascinated	by	the	complexity	of	capitalism	and	would	like	to	understand	better	how	things	work	in	a	capitalist	society,	you'll	probably	find	at	least	one	of	these	areas	that	you'll	really	enjoy.	There	are	many	opportunities	for	economics	graduates.	You	are	not	guaranteed	a
good-paying	job	with	an	economics	degree,	but	your	chances	are	higher	than	in	many	other	programs.	With	an	economics	degree,	you	can	work	in	a	variety	of	different	fields	from	finance	and	banking	to	public	policy,	sales	and	marketing,	civil	service	(government	departments,	the	Federal	Reserve,	etc.),	insurance	and	actuarial	work.	You	can	also	go
on	to	do	further	studies	in	economics,	political	science,	business,	or	a	variety	of	other	fields.	If	you're	certain	your	interest	is	in	the	business	world,	a	business	degree	may	also	be	a	good	fit,	but	an	economics	degree	does	open	a	lot	of	doors.	When	pursuing	a	degree	in	economics,	you'll	learn	a	lot	of	skills	and	knowledge	that	you	can	apply	to	other	jobs
or	to	your	personal	life.	Learning	about	interest	rates,	exchange	rates,	economic	indicators	and	equity	markets	can	help	you	make	better	decisions	about	investing	and	obtaining	mortgages.	As	computers	become	more	and	more	important	in	both	our	business	and	private	lives,	being	able	to	use	data	intelligently	gives	you	a	tremendous	advantage	over
persons	with	fewer	skills	who	make	a	lot	of	decisions	on	impulse.	Economics	teaches	students	how	to	understand	and	spot	secondary	effects	and	possible	unintended	consequences.	Most	economics	problems	have	secondary	effects	-	the	deadweight	loss	from	taxation	is	one	such	secondary	effect.	A	government	creates	a	tax	to	pay	for	some	needed
social	program,	but	if	the	taxation	is	careless	crafted,	a	secondary	effect	of	that	tax	may	be	that	it	changes	people's	behavior,	causing	economic	growth	to	slow.	By	learning	more	about	economics	and	working	on	hundreds	of	economics	problems,	you	will	learn	to	spot	secondary	effects	and	unintended	consequences	in	other	areas.	This	can	help	you
make	better	decisions	about	your	personal	life	and	make	you	more	valuable	to	business;	"what	are	the	possible	secondary	effects	from	the	proposed	marketing	campaign?"	It	likely	won't	help	you	get	a	job,	but	being	able	to	spot	and	understand	the	importance	of	secondary	effects,	may	help	you	to	keep	a	job	or	earn	a	promotion	that	much	faster.	You
will	learn	more	about	how	the	world	works.	You	will	learn	more	about	the	impact	decisions	have	on	specific	firms,	entire	industries,	and	on	a	national	level.	You	will	learn	more	about	the	impact	of	international	trade,	both	good	and	bad.	You	will	discover	the	effect	government	policies	have	on	the	economy	and	on	employment;	again	both	good	and
bad.	It	will	help	you	make	more	informed	decisions	as	both	a	consumer	and	as	a	voter.	The	country	needs	better-informed	politicians.	Economics	is	a	very	good	way	of	improving	public	sector	performance	and	Economics	gives	us	all	the	tools	to	think	of	things	more	clearly	and	to	understand	the	implications	of	assumptions	we	may	be	making.	The
analytic	and	interpretive	skills	of	religious	study	can	be	applied	to	careers	in	religious	settings,	in	schools,	or	in	the	community.	During	a	religious	studies	degree,	students	learn	about	comparative	religious	traditions,	the	impact	of	religion	on	society,	and	the	history	of	religion.	Religious	studies	majors	strengthen	their	research,	writing,	and
communications	abilities	while	also	gaining	strong	critical	thinking	skills.	Religious	studies	is	a	versatile	liberal	arts	degree	that	offers	multiple	career	paths.	With	a	degree	in	religious	studies,	graduates	can	become	religion	teachers,	counselors,	advocates,	community	service	managers,	or	religious	studies	professors.	Careers	in	Religious	Studies	With
a	degree	in	religious	studies,	graduates	pursue	careers	in	fields	like	community	services,	fundraising,	and	education.	For	example,	religious	studies	majors	can	become	religion	teachers	at	the	secondary	level	or	work	as	advocates	or	case	workers	in	community	services	organizations.	This	section	explores	common	career	paths	for	people	with
religious	studies	degrees,	including	earning	potential,	required	education,	and	projected	job	growth.	Social	and	Community	Service	Managers	Median	Salary:	$67,150	Projected	Job	Growth:	17%	Social	and	community	service	managers	oversee	programs	that	provide	services	to	the	public.	They	run	administration,	supervise	staff,	and	evaluate	the
effectiveness	of	their	programs.	Some	work	for	faith-based	organizations.	Clergy	Median	Salary:	$50,400	Projected	Job	Growth:	4%	Clergy	guide	practitioners	during	religious	services	and	provide	spiritual	support	for	members	of	their	congregation.	They	also	offer	moral	guidance	and	perform	spiritual	rituals.	Religious	Activities	and	Education
Directors	Median	Salary:	$43,860	Projected	Job	Growth:	3%	As	the	name	implies,	religious	activities	and	education	directors	create	programs	to	help	educate	people	and	encourage	them	to	engage	with	the	community	through	activities.	They	may	also	counsel	members	on	their	faith	or	decision-making.	Religious	Workers	Median	Salary:	$31,630
Projected	Job	Growth:	3%	Religious	workers	can	serve	as	counselors,	youth	leaders,	or	teacher's	assistants	in	religious	schools.	A	religious	studies	degree	meets	the	requirement	for	many	of	these	roles.	Postsecondary	Philosophy	and	Religion	Teacher	Median	Salary:	$79,540	Projected	Job	Growth:	9%	Postsecondary	philosophy	and	religion	teachers,
also	known	as	religious	studies	professors,	instruct	undergraduate	and	graduate	students	in	religious	studies.	Many	also	conduct	research	and	publish	their	work.	What	Kinds	of	Religious	Studies	Degrees	Are	There?	Colleges	and	universities	offer	religious	studies	degrees	at	every	level,	including	undergraduate	and	graduate	degrees.	Each	degree
leads	to	different	career	paths.	For	example,	teachers	must	hold	at	least	a	bachelor's	degree,	while	religious	studies	professors	need	a	doctorate.	A	religious	studies	degree	prepares	students	for	different	careers	than	they	would	get	with	a	theology	degree,	which	provides	more	focused	faith-based	training.	The	critical	and	analytical	training	of	a
religious	studies	program	can	lead	to	careers	in	social	services,	business,	education,	and	religion.	An	associate	degree	in	religious	studies	introduces	learners	to	the	history	of	religion,	comparative	religious	traditions,	and	religious	practice.	Degree-seekers	also	complete	general	education	requirements	in	the	humanities,	social	sciences,	and	natural
sciences.	After	completing	a	two-year	associate	degree,	graduates	can	pursue	jobs	with	religious	organizations,	with	roles	like	ministry	association,	youth	leader,	or	teacher's	assistant.	With	an	associate	degree,	students	can	also	transfer	into	a	bachelor's	program.	An	accredited	associate	degree	often	meets	general	education	requirements	for	a
bachelor's	degree.	A	bachelor's	degree	in	religious	studies	examines	religious	traditions	and	their	histories.	While	taking	courses	in	religious	practice,	religion	in	public	life,	mystical	traditions,	and	religion	in	America,	majors	strengthen	their	critical	thinking	and	communication	skills.	A	religious	studies	degree	also	builds	strong	writing	and	analytical
skills.	Earning	a	bachelor's	degree	typically	takes	four	years	for	full-time	students.	With	a	bachelor's	in	religious	studies,	graduates	can	pursue	a	variety	of	careers.	For	example,	they	can	work	as	advocates	or	case	workers	in	social	services	organizations,	apply	for	jobs	in	religious	organizations,	or	work	as	religious	studies	teachers	at	the	secondary
level.	A	master's	degree	in	religious	studies	offers	focused,	advanced	training	in	reading	religious	texts,	understanding	the	history	of	religions,	and	comparing	the	devotional	practices	of	different	religious	traditions.	During	a	two-year	master's	program,	graduate	students	explore	the	role	of	religion	in	cultural	life,	the	connections	between	religion	and
social	justice,	and	the	social	impact	of	religious	traditions.	A	religious	studies	graduate	degree	may	not	meet	the	requirements	for	ordained	clerical	positions.	Clergy	often	need	a	master's	in	theology	or	a	master	of	divinity.	However,	with	a	master's	in	religious	studies,	graduates	can	pursue	opportunities	as	social	and	community	service	managers,
administrators,	or	counselors.	A	doctorate	in	religious	studies	prepares	graduates	for	academic	and	leadership	roles,	including	religious	studies	professor.	During	a	doctoral	program,	graduate	students	complete	focused	coursework	and	write	a	dissertation	in	their	specialty	area.	Earning	a	doctorate	requires	a	significant	time	commitment;	most
programs	require	4-6	years	to	complete.	After	defending	their	dissertation,	graduates	can	apply	for	tenure-track	academic	roles	or	pursue	opportunities	outside	of	academia,	like	religious	education	director	or	clergy.	Accreditation	for	Religious	Studies	Programs	Prospective	religious	studies	majors	should	always	choose	an	accredited	institution.
Accredited	schools	meet	high	standards	for	educating	students	and	granting	degrees,	and	they	also	meet	the	requirements	for	distributing	federal	financial	aid	to	students.	Regional	accreditation	remains	the	best	choice	for	religious	studies	programs.	However,	some	religiously	affiliated	schools	may	hold	national	accreditation.	Applicants	considering
a	religiously	affiliated	school	should	also	review	national	faith-related	accrediting	organizations.	Learn	more	about	accreditation	in	our	accreditation	guide.	Religious	Studies	Professional	Organizations	American	Academy	of	Religion	AAR	encourages	the	academic	study	of	religion.	The	academy	publishes	information	like	best	practice	guides	and
research	reports.	Members	can	apply	for	regional	development	grants,	public	engagement	fellowships,	and	research	grants	through	AAR.	The	association	also	provides	career	assistance,	such	as	job	postings,	outside	grant	opportunities,	and	online	training	resources.	North	American	Association	for	the	Study	of	Religion	NAASR,	which	dates	back	to
1985,	promotes	the	study	of	religion	through	historical,	social	scientific,	and	critical	lenses.	The	association	promotes	cooperation	between	scholars	of	religion	and	hosts	conferences	with	networking	opportunities.	NAASR	also	publishes	a	scholarly	journal,	a	book	series,	and	working	papers.	Frequently	Asked	Questions	Is	Religion	a	Good	Major?	A
religious	studies	major	teaches	students	to	analyze	religious	traditions	and	the	relationship	between	religion	and	society.	The	degree	also	builds	critical	thinking	and	analytical	skills.	Why	Do	Religious	Studies?	During	a	religious	studies	degree,	students	build	strong	research	and	writing	skills,	which	can	also	benefit	their	critical	thinking.	The	degree
helps	graduates	pursue	careers	in	religious	institutions	and	other	social	organizations.	How	Long	Does	a	Ph.D.	in	Religious	Studies	Take?	Earning	a	Ph.D.	in	religious	studies	generally	takes	4-6	years,	depending	on	the	program	and	whether	the	student	holds	a	master's	degree.	Header	Image	Credit:	AJ_Wyatt	|	Getty	Images	[post	title="Learn	more,
do	more."	subtitle="More	topic-relevant	resources	to	expand	your	knowledge."]
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