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Moving	your	files	from	one	computer	to	another	is	never	easy,	particularly	if	you're	migrating	from	a	PC	to	a	Mac.	Both	platforms	have	directories	where	you're	supposed	to	keep	photos,	music,	documents	and	movies,	but	it's	not	as	easy	as	simply	copying	and	pasting	your	archives.While	OS	X	won't	automatically	set	up	its	applications	once	you've
transferred	your	files	over	--	a	perk	that	Windows	10	offers	--	you	will	have	your	files	properly	organized.MORE:	Best	Apple	LaptopsBefore	you	start,	you'll	need	an	external	hard	drive	that	works	with	both	PCs	and	Macs.	If	you	don't	have	such	a	drive	already,	we've	got	step-by-step	directions	for	formatting	a	drive	to	work	across	both	platforms.How	to
Move	Your	PC	files	to	a	Mac1.	Connect	your	external	drive	to	your	PC	and	select	"Open	folder	to	view	files."2.	Click	the	New	Folder	icon.3.	Type	"Exported	Files"	and	hit	Enter.4.	Click	Quick	access.5.	While	holding	Control,	click	on	Desktop,	Downloads,	Documents,	Pictures,	Music	and	Videos.6.	Drag	these	folders	to	the	external	hard	drive	in	the	side
menu,	holding	down	on	the	mouse	button	until	the	menu	reveals	the	Exported	Files	folder.7.	Move	the	cursor	over	Exported	Files	and	release	the	mouse	button.You'll	have	to	wait	anywhere	from	a	few	seconds	to	several	minutes	for	the	files	to	copy,	depending	on	how	much	data	you	have.8.	Click	the	Up	arrow	in	the	System	Tray.9.	Select	the	"Safely
Remove	Hardware	and	Eject	Media"	icon.10.	Select	"Eject	Mobile	Drive"	and	wait	for	the	Safe	to	Remove	Hardware	alert	appears	until	you	remove	the	hard	drive.11.	Connect	your	external	drive	to	your	Mac	and	click	on	File	in	the	Menu	bar.12.	Select	New	Finder	Window.13.	Select	the	Backup	Drive	from	the	side	menu.14.	Double-click	the	Exported
Files	folder.15.	Double-click	the	Desktop	folder.16.	Click	Edit.17.	Click	Select	All.18.	Drag	all	of	the	files	to	Desktop	in	the	sidebar.	Repeat	steps	16	through	19	as	necessary,	but	moving	Videos	to	Movies	and	Pictures	to	Photos.Your	Mac	now	has	all	of	your	files!PC	to	Mac	Guide:	How	to	Make	the	Switch	(Image	credit:	Microsoft)	This	PC	(previously
My	Computer)	shows	by	default	shows	folders	as	well	as	devices	and	drives	grouped	by	type.	This	is	a	much	better	view	compared	to	the	alphabetical	listing.	If	you	would	like	to	rearrange	the	order	of	the	groupings	you	have	to	play	with	the	sort	criteria.					1)	In	the	File	Explorer	with	This	PC	open,	right-click	anywhere	in	the	right	pane.	(Image	credit:
Microsoft)2)	In	the	context	menu,	select	Sort	by.	(Image	credit:	Microsoft)3)	In	the	Sort	by	menu,	select	Type.	(Image	credit:	Microsoft)4)	While	Type	is	selected,	click	on	Descending.(Image	credit:	Microsoft)	Moving	an	existing	Windows	installation	to	another	PC	is	a	massive	pain.	When	you	install	Windows	on	one	computer,	it	configures	itself	for	the
hardware.	If	you	move	the	hard	drive	with	that	installation	to	another	PC	and	boot	from	that,	the	OS	suddenly	finds	itself	in	hardware	it	doesn’t	understand.	It’s	as	if	you	woke	up	one	morning	and	found	yourself	in	a	strange	house	and	had	no	idea	why.	But	Windows	isn’t	as	smart	as	a	human	being.	You	would	find	the	bathroom,	but	Windows	would
just	take	the	same	steps	and	turns	it	does	every	morning,	and	walk	into	a	wall.	Then	there’s	the	licensing	issue.	Windows	is	copy-protected.	It	won’t	work	on	hardware	too	different	from	what	it	was	installed	on.	If	you	have	a	retail	version	of	XP,	that	won’t	be	too	much	of	a	problem.	You	call	a	Microsoft	800	number,	explain	your	situation,	and	they’ll	fix
it	for	you.	But	if	XP	came	pre-installed	on	the	old	PC,	that’s	the	only	PC	that	copy	can	run	on.	Besides,	what	would	you	do	with	the	old	computer?	It’s	worth	a	lot	less	without	a	hard	drive	or	an	operating	system.	True,	you	can	set	it	up	with	Linux	and	not	buy	an	OS,	but	you’d	still	need	a	hard	drive.	You’re	better	off	buying	a	new	hard	drive	and
Windows	7—or	buying	a	PC	with	them	included.	Just	make	sure	you	migrate	your	data	files	to	the	new	PC	and	properly	remove	them	from	the	old	one	before	you	get	rid	of	it.	Read	the	original	forum	discussion.	Contributing	Editor	Lincoln	Spector	writes	about	technology	and	cinema.	Email	your	tech	questions	to	him	at	answer@pcworld.com,	or	post
them	to	a	community	of	helpful	folks	on	the	PCW	Answer	Line	forum.	Follow	Lincoln	on	Twitter.	Laptop,	desktop	or	tablet,	the	choice	is	bewildering	With	the	rush	to	adopt	tablet	PCs,	the	desktop	and	notebook	computer	can	often	be	overlooked.	However,	with	prices	at	an	all-time	low,	and	features	now	being	included	in	PC	desktop	machines	that
have	in	the	past	been	out	of	reach	for	many	users,	now	is	the	time	to	upgrade	to	a	new	desktop	or	notebook	PC.If	you	already	have	a	number	of	desktop	and	notebook	machines	running	Windows	XP	or	even	older	operating	systems,	moving	to	a	new	PC	is	also	highly	recommended.	Many	businesses	will	have	aging	hardware	that	can	no	longer	cope
with	the	demands	placed	upon	it.As	small	businesses	need	to	look	closely	at	the	cost	of	moving	to	new	equipment,	buying	new	hardware	is	a	considered	purchase.	However,	when	migration	to	Windows	7	or	8	is	required,	the	purchase	of	new	PCs	that	come	pre-installed	with	the	latest	version	of	Windows	can	be	a	cost	effective	way	to	complete	a
migration.Indeed,	research	by	Dimensional	carried	out	for	Dell	concluded	that:	"Upgrades	from	Windows	XP	to	Windows	7	or	8	are	typically	done	in	one	of	two	ways:	purchasing	new	hardware	or	re-imaging	existing	hardware.	The	largest	group	(30%)	reported	only	hardware	upgrades."Future	proofFuture	proofing	any	IT	purchase	can	be	difficult,	but
with	Intel's	Haswell	(4th	generation	Core	processor)	offering	extended	battery	life	for	notebook	PCs,	in	particular,	upgrading	your	business'	machines	to	this	processor	is	a	sensible	decision.If	desktop	PCs	make	up	the	vast	majority	of	your	installed	computers,	upgrading	to	the	current	Core	processors	is	ideal,	as	your	business	will	have	efficiency
gains,	as	well	as	the	ability	to	use	Windows	8	with	ease.With	BYOD	(Bring	Your	Own	Device)	sweeping	across	the	business	landscape,	many	enterprises	are	also	taking	more	control	and	issuing	tablet	PCs	to	their	employees.	Buying	tablet	PCs	with	the	new	Core	processor	will	certainly	offer	a	high	level	flexibility	–	especially	when	you	consider	how
Microsoft's	Surface	Pro	could	fit	into	your	business'	overall	day-to-day	operations.Where	once	the	upgrade	path	for	desktop	PCs	was	clear,	today	small	business	owners	are	faced	with	a	plethora	of	options	and	form	factors.	Is	this	a	good	time	to	upgrade	to	new	PCs?	The	amount	of	choice	means	a	resounding	yes	to	that	question.Moving	onFor	small
businesses	running	mission	critical	systems,	taking	a	look	at	their	existing	set	up	may	conclude	that	aging	hardware	is	forcing	their	upgrade.	But	the	fact	is	the	arrival	of	new	processors,	the	ability	to	develop	a	hybrid	approach	to	any	PC	environment	that	can	contain	desktop,	notebook	and	tablet	PCs	all	running	the	same	Windows	8	operating	system,
offers	a	level	of	integration	that	has	not	been	possible	before.Consider	how	your	business	currently	uses	its	installed	PCs.	Try	not	to	be	swept	up	in	the	tsunami	that	has	been	the	tablet	revolution,	but	consider	your	entire	business'	needs	with	its	computing	services.Today,	with	masses	of	processing	power,	cheap	storage,	a	new	operating	system	that
can	span	all	types	of	computing	devices,	small	businesses	should	upgrade	their	PCs	now	and	take	advantage	of	a	computing	environment	that	can	meet	their	enterprises	every	need.
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