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If	you’ve	just	updated	to	the	Dev	or	Beta	release	of	Google	Chrome,	you	might	have	noticed	that	a	special	version	of	Adobe	Flash	is	now	integrated	into	the	default	distribution	of	Chrome.	But	what	about	your	old	plug-in?	As	it	turns	out,	the	old	plug-in	is	generally	still	installed…	but	you	can	easily	disable	Chrome	plug-ins	in	the	latest	version,	so	let’s
get	to	work.	Disable	the	Extra	Flash	Plug-in	Head	over	to	about:plugins	and	look	through	the	list—you	should	notice	two	Shockwave	Flash	plugins.	The	first	one	should	be	in	your	Google	Chrome	installation	folder,	and	has	the	filename	gcswf32.dll.	This	is	the	NEW	one,	so	don’t	disable	it!	If	you	keep	scrollling	down,	you’ll	see	the	old	one,	with	the	file
name	NPSWF32.dll.	This	is	the	OLD	plugin,	and	you	can	safely	disable	it.	Of	course,	if	you	only	use	Chrome	you	could	just	completely	uninstall	Adobe	Flash	from	your	system	by	heading	into	Control	Panel’s	Uninstall	Programs	screen,	and	then	finding	and	uninstalling	Adobe	Flash	Player	Plugin.	The	ActiveX	version	is	for	Internet	Explorer.	We’ve	not
done	any	testing	to	see	if	the	old	Flash	plugin	is	even	still	active	or	not,	but	may	as	well	disable	it	just	to	be	sure,	right?	I	didn't	see	this	coming,	but	now	that	Google	has	announced	that	it's	working	with	Adobe	to	integrate	Adobe	Flash	into	its	Chrome	browser,	it	makes	perfect	sense.	To	quote	Google's	Linus	Upson,	VP	of	Engineering:	•	When	users
download	Chrome,	they	will	also	receive	the	latest	version	of	Adobe	Flash	Player.	There	will	be	no	need	to	install	Flash	Player	separately.	•	Users	will	automatically	receive	updates	related	to	Flash	Player	using	Google	Chrome's	auto-update	mechanism.	This	eliminates	the	need	to	manually	download	separate	updates	and	reduces	the	security	risk	of
using	outdated	versions.	•	With	Adobe's	help,	we	plan	to	further	protect	users	by	extending	Chrome's	"sandbox"	to	web	pages	with	Flash	content.	I	like	this	plan.	I	already	like	Chrome	a	lot	anyway,	and	I	see	this	as	a	real	win	for	Chrome	users.	Some	people	are	already	crying	about	how	could	Google	possibly	support	Chrome	since	HTML5's	video	tag
will	free	of	proprietary	video	codices,	which	just	shows	they	haven't	been	paying	attention.	HTML5	doesn't	magically	solve	the	video	question	at	all.	It	just	puts	it	back	on	the	Web	browser	designers.	I'd	like	to	see	an	open	format	become	the	video	standard,	but	I'm	not	sure	there	is	such	a	thing.	Even	Ogg	Theora,	the	darling	of	open-source	developers,
has	patent	issues.	In	any	case,	like	it	or	lump	it,	Adobe	Flash	has	over	90%	of	the	Web	browser	video	market.	Even	on	sites	like	YouTube	and	Vimeo,	which	also	support	HTML5's	video	tag,	you'll	find	many	videos	won't	play	even	with	HTML5-compliant	browsers.	I	know.	I've	tried.	What's	even	more	important	though	is	that	Adobe's	PDF	(Portable
Document	Format)	and	Flash	have	recently	had	one	security	hole	after	another	pop	up.	By	placing	Flash	within	the	Chrome	security	sandbox,	however,	even	if	things	continue	to	go	wrong	with	Flash,	the	effects	will	be	limited.	And,	I	must	add,	Chrome	was	the	one	browser	that	the	recent	Pwn2Own	hackers	weren't	able	to	touch,	and	the	sandbox	was
a	big	part	of	the	reason	why	they	were	unable	to	breach	it.	Looking	ahead,	I	can	also	see	Google	thinking	about	the	advantage	of	having	Flash	built	into	its	forthcoming	Chrome	operating	system.	I	foresee	that,	in	particular,	Google	will	be	very	happy	to	have	Flash	on	future	Chrome	OS-powered	netbooks	and	tablets.	I'm	looking	at	you,	Apple,	with
your	iPad,	which	will	not	have	Flash	on	it.	For	now,	Chrome	with	built-in	Flash	is	for	developers	only.	Programmers	and	very	brave	end	users	can	download	the	Chrome	developer	channel	version	with	built-in	Flash.	To	enable	the	built-in	version	of	Flash,	you'll	need	to	run	Chrome	with	the	--enable-internal-flash	command	line	flag.	Copyright	©	2010
IDG	Communications,	Inc.	There	will	be	no	certified	implementations	of	Adobe	Systems’	Flash	Player	for	Android	4.1,	and	on	August	15	the	player	will	take	a	bow	and	no	longer	be	available	for	download	from	Google’s	app	store	Play,	Adobe	said	in	blog	post	on	Thursday.	Adobe	announced	its	plans	to	discontinue	development	of	the	Flash	Player	for
mobile	browsers	last	November,	and	is	now	revealing	details	of	the	timetable.	There	will	be	no	certified	version	of	Flash	Player	for	Android	4.1,	which	was	announced	earlier	this	week	at	Google’s	I/O	developer	conference.	The	certification	refers	to	the	work	Adobe	does	with	smartphone	and	tablet	vendors	to	ensure	the	software	works	correctly	when
preloaded	on	a	device.	Beginning	on	August	15,	Adobe	will	also	use	the	configuration	settings	in	the	Google	Play	Store	to	limit	continued	access	to	Flash	Player	updates	to	those	devices	that	already	have	the	player	installed	—	but	only	for	older	versions	of	Google’s	operating	system.	Once	a	device	has	been	upgraded	to	Android	4.1,	Adobe	wants	users
to	remove	Flash	Player.	That’s	because	the	company	hasn’t	continued	developing	and	testing	the	application	for	this	new	version	of	Android	and	its	browser	options.	Still,	users	that	today	have	a	smartphone	or	tablet	based	on	Android	4.0	or	an	older	version	of	the	operating	system,	and	haven’t	installed	the	application	are	are	recommended	to
download	it	before	Aug.	15.	For	developers,	Adobe	will	instead	concentrate	on	HTML5	and	allowing	them	to	package	native	apps	with	Adobe	AIR	for	all	the	major	app	stores,	it	said.	Send	news	tips	and	comments	to	mikael_ricknas@idg.com
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