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Image	Gallery:	Documents	To	Go	for	Google	Android	devices	There	is	no	native	Office	viewer	in	the	Android	OS,	but	DataViz	stepped	up	to	the	plate	with	a	fully	functional	Word	and	Excel	suite	in	Documents	To	Go.	There	are	some	features	in	this	powerful	suite	that	rival	that	found	in	desktop	clients	and	not	seen	before	in	mobile	clients.	You	can
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Documents	To	Go	for	Google	Android	devices	(Image	credit:	Tom's	Guide)	An	image	of	an	idyllic	lake	is	wreaking	havoc	on	Android	phones,	causing	some	to	get	caught	in	crash	cycles	and	become	‘soft-bricked.’	This	is	effectively	forcing	users	to	reset	their	smartphones.	The	issue	was	flagged	by	leaker	Ice	Universe	(opens	in	new	tab),	who	noted	that	a
simple	image	could	cause	some	Android	phones	to	continually	turn	the	display	on	and	off	if	the	image	is	set	as	a	wallpaper.	Once	in	this	loop,	there’s	no	way	to	get	out	of	it,	even	if	the	phone	is	rebooted.	So	whatever	you	do,	don’t	download	and	use	the	image	on	your	phone.	Once	an	Android	phone	is	caught	in	the	crashing	loop,	the	only	way	to	get	out
of	this	soft-bricked	status	is	to	reset	the	handset,	which	could	cause	a	lot	of	data	loss	for	some	people	who	don’t	back	their	phones	up	to	cloud	services.	Not	every	phone	is	affected.	OnePlus	and	Huawei	handsets	are	seemingly	immune,	but	Samsung	Galaxy	phones	seem	particularly	prone	to	the	crash-causing	image.		WARNING！！！Never	set	this
picture	as	wallpaper,	especially	for	Samsung	mobile	phone	users!It	will	cause	your	phone	to	crash!Don't	try	it!If	someone	sends	you	this	picture,	please	ignore	it.	pic.twitter.com/rVbozJdhkLMay	31,	2020See	moreIt’s	not	clear	exactly	what	is	causing	this	image	to	crash	Android	phones.	But	Ice	Universe	reckons	it’s	something	to	do	with	how	the	color
space	on	the	image	is	configured	and	how	that	color	profile	reacts	with	the	Skia	graphics	engine	Android	uses.	Effectively,	metadata	behind	the	image	could	be	causing	problems	with	Android.	Ice	Universe	tweeted	that	when	the	image	was	uploaded	to	Weibo,	the	service	altered	the	colors	slightly,	which	then	seemed	to	prevent	the	image	from
crashing	a	phone	when	used	as	a	wallpaper.	9to5Google	(opens	in	new	tab)	did	some	more	digging	and	noted	that	the	problem	is	down	to	the	color	space	Android	wants	to	display.	When	I	tried	to	upload	the	original	image	(left)	to	Weibo,	I	found	that	its	color	to	change	(right).	At	this	time,	the	image	became	harmless,	but	when	uploaded	to	twitter,	the
original	image	still	does	not	change	color,	still	harmful.	So	I	suspect	it	may	be	related	to	color	gamut	pic.twitter.com/0A1PlUqlpvMay	31,	2020See	moreAndroid	phones	tend	to	like	the	sRGB	color	space,	but	the	image	uses	the	RGB	color	space	which	Android	10	doesn’t	play	nice	with.	In	Android	11	(opens	in	new	tab),	the	color	space	is	converted	to
sRGB	so	such	crashes	aren’t	an	issue,	meaning	if	you	have	a	Pixel	4	XL	(opens	in	new	tab)	you	should	be	pretty	safe	from	the	problem.	There’s	no	word	on	where	the	image	came	from,	with	people	avoiding	posting	links	to	it	so	as	to	curtail	the	spread	of	the	damaging	image.	But	suffice	to	say,	if	you	see	the	image	or	you	get	sent	it	by	someone,	we	very
much	suggest	you	avoid	it.	If	you	have	already	fallen	foul	to	the	image	issue,	then	you’ll	need	to	factory	reset	your	phone	to	get	rid	of	it.	Today's	best	Google	Pixel	4	XL	deals	(opens	in	new	tab)	(opens	in	new	tab)	(opens	in	new	tab)$356.96	(opens	in	new	tab)View	(opens	in	new	tab)	(opens	in	new	tab)	(opens	in	new	tab)	(opens	in	new	tab)$999	(opens
in	new	tab)View	(opens	in	new	tab)	(opens	in	new	tab)	(opens	in	new	tab)	(opens	in	new	tab)$999	(opens	in	new	tab)View	(opens	in	new	tab)	Android	doesn't	have	a	ton	of	apps	that	can	turn	images	into	text	documents,	but	of	the	ones	available,	Google	Goggles	is	free	and	does	everything	it	promises	to	do:	copy	text	from	an	image	and	let	you	paste	it
anywhere.	What's	text	recognition?	It's	technically	known	as	optical	character	recognition	(OCR)	and	can	be	really	useful	when	you've	got	a	paper	document	you	want	in	digital,	editable	form.	You	need	a	scanner	to	create	an	image	of	the	document	first,	but	then	once	you	have	that	image	you	can	run	it	through	an	OCR	application	that	will	read	each
character	and	attempt	to	recreate	the	original	document	as	text.	In	most	cases	it	will	never	be	perfect,	but	with	a	high-quality	scan	you	can	come	pretty	close.	This	is	even	possible	on	your	phone,	and	that's	why	we're	looking	at	text	recognition	apps.Google	GogglesPlatform:	Android	Price:	Free	Download	PageFeaturesConverts	images	of	text	to	actual
textCan	send	that	text	to	your	clipboard	for	pasting	just	about	anywhereCan	translate	resulting	text	into	tons	of	different	languagesCan	recognize	business	cards	and	add	them	to	your	phone	as	contacts	with	one	tapWhere	It	ExcelsGoogle	Docs	isn't	necessarily	the	ideal	OCR	app,	but	it	does	everything	it	promises,	and	it	does	it	well.	Take	a	picture	of
any	text	and	Google	Goggles	will	turn	it	into	copyable	text	you	can	then	paste	anywhere	in	your	phone—a	document	editor,	your	note-taking	app,	Gmail,	SMS,	or	anything	else	you	could	imagine.	It	can	also	recognize	business	cards,	which	is	a	killer	feature—after	scanning	the	card	just	one	tap	will	add	that	person	to	your	Google	Contacts.	It	can	also
translate	that	text	into	a	ton	of	different	languages,	which	is	great.Where	It	Falls	ShortGoogle	Goggles'	main	downfall	is	that	it	doesn't	actually	create	a	text	file	for	you—it	relies	on	you	to	do	that	yourself.	That	means	you	can't	just	scan	text	and	send	it	to	Dropbox	with	the	tick	of	a	button,	you	actually	have	to	copy	it	yourself,	go	paste	it	in	a	document
editor,	and	then	save	that	somewhere	on	your	SD	card.	This	does	make	the	process	a	little	longer,	but	as	of	right	now,	there	aren't	really	any	true	OCR	apps	that	can	do	this	either,	so	Google	Goggles	wins	just	by	being	an	otherwise	fantastic	app.The	CompetitionSurprisingly,	there	aren't	a	lot	of	OCR	apps	available	for	Android.	Our	second	favorite	app
was	ScanDoc	Document	Reader,	which	is	a	good	scanner	that	can	funnel	text	into	many	of	the	apps	on	your	phone	with	one	click.	However,	many	of	the	apps	failed	to	work	for	us—sending	text	to	Gmail	or	SMS	worked	fine,	but	choosing	Flick	Note,	Dropbox,	and	Google	Docs	all	failed,	kind	of	defeating	the	purpose	of	the	"send	to	any	app"	feature.	And
for	$6	we	feel	like	an	app	should	actually	do	what	it	says	it	does.	Plus,	the	interface	is	one	of	the	ugliest	we've	seen	in	awhile.	But	if	Google	Goggles	isn't	your	cup	of	tea,	ScanDoc	is	your	only	other	real	choice.Google	Docs	has	an	OCR	feature	that	works	very	well,	though	only	in	Google	Docs.	It's	the	only	OCR	app	we	used	that	actually	recognized	line
breaks,	which	was	a	breath	of	fresh	air,	though	since	it's	part	of	Google	Docs	and	not	an	OCR-specific	app,	it	wasn't	quite	as	versatile	as	the	above	options,	which	give	you	more	say	in	where	that	text	goes.	If	you	use	Google	Docs	to	scan	stuff,	you	best	believe	it's	going	to	go	into	Google	Docs,	and	if	you	want	it	elsewhere,	you'll	have	to	copy	and	paste
it	yourself	(and	then	delete	that	document).	Still,	the	recognition	was	the	best	of	all	the	other	apps,	so	it	might	be	worth	it.Android	does	have	good	document	scanning	apps,	but	none	of	them	are	true	OCR.	Instead	of	turning	that	image	into	editable	text,	most	of	them	turn	it	into	a	PDF	document,	which	isn't	exactly	what	we're	looking	for	in	this
category.	However,	if	that's	all	you	need,	CamScanner	is	pretty	awesome,	letting	you	scan	any	image,	create	multiple	image	documents,	turn	them	into	a	PDF,	and	send	them	to	one	of	many	services	like	Dropbox	or	Google	Docs.	Document	Scanner	is	similar,	and	lets	you	use	the	OCR	capabilities	of	Google	Docs	and	Evernote,	but	isn't	quite	as	fast	as
Goggles'	one-click	copy	if	you	wanted	to	save	it	in	something	else.Lifehacker's	App	Directory	is	a	new	and	growing	directory	of	recommendations	for	the	best	applications	and	tools	in	a	number	of	given	categories.
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